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BETTER BUYING 


— BUYING, particularly of sub- 
scription books, can only result from 
better knowledge of the materials offered 
for purchase and the development of bet- 
ter buying habits in general. A decision 
to buy or not to buy cannot be made prop- 
erly on the basis of a superficial examina- 
tion of a publication, and information 
obtained from a salesman, nor should it 
be affected by the urgency of a special 


_e 


sales price or some other selling device. 
Libraries and schools should take ad- 
vantage of all sources of information both 
for themselves and other potential pur- 
chasers of subscription books. 

The various state library agencies can 
and do render valuable aid to schools and 
libraries by dispensing information both 
about specific publications, and buying 
methods in general. For example, the 
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Library Division of the Minnesota De- 
partment of Education publishes fre- 
quently a Subscription Books Report in 
its quarterly, Minnesota Libraries, which 
covers both books and educational serv- 
ices. Such information reaches many 
small libraries, schools and teachers to 
whom the Subscription Books Bulletin 
may not be available. 

The following release issued originally 
by the director of the Division of Adult 
Education and Library Extension of the 
New York State Department of Educa- 
tion, is an excellent example of a state 
agency’s assistance in developing good 
purchasing methods. It is reprinted here 
(by permission) because the Committee 
feels it contains valuable advice for 
Bulletin subscribers and for the average 
potential purchaser of subscription books. 


This Is an Important 
Word of Warning 


From many sources word comes that 
book agents of various types are visiting 
libraries, schools and homes. Many 
agents are selling books that are worth 
while ; some are selling books valuable in 
a large library but too expensive for a 
small library and, of course, there is the 
persuasive agent with the undesirable sets. 
This year when demands on public funds 
are heavy all expenditures should be care- 
fully weighed. 

All agents should receive courteous 
treatment, but the following rules are 
wise to follow in all cases. 

Never deliver a signed order to an 

agent. 

Have agents leave circulars and in- 


formation concerning books. 

Insist on time to study offer (over- 
night at least). 

Examine all contracts carefully. 

If books are to be sent on approval, 
be sure that there are no strings 
attached. 

Consult Subscription Books Bulletin. 
(If not in local library, large city 
library or Library Extension Bureau 
would have complete file.) 

In doubtful cases write Library Ex- 
tension Bureau and send full details 
and circulars. 

Refer purchase to entire Book Com- 
mittee. 

Mail your order, if purchase is decided 
upon, stating clearly the terms of 
purchase as you understand them. 
Keep duplicate of order on file. 


Warnings 

Be sure the library needs the book. 

Be sure nothing later and more author- 
itative along the same line has been 
published. 

Be sure to test for accuracy by com- 
paring with reliable sources. 

Be sure binding is suitable for library 
needs. 

Be sure books cannot be obtained 
through some other source at a bet- 
ter price. 

Be sure it is the work of a reliable 
publisher. Many are regular pub- 
lishers but others often adopt such 
words as “college,” “university,” 

“source book’”’ as part 

of the name to give a specious stand- 

ing to the name in the eyes of the 
uninformed. 


“ “99 
alumni” or 
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Be sure the edition offered is the last 
issued and that a new edition of the 
work is not soon to appear. 

Be sure to check on names listed as 
favoring set. Consult the individ- 
uals directly or by mail and get 
their first-hand opinion. 

Distrust offers of follow-up services, 
supplementary volumes or numbers, 
information service and the like. 
Judge what you certainly receive 


rather than what you are promised. 

Distrust implications that the printing 
will be so small that unless order is 
placed at once the opportunity to 
purchase will be lost. 

If for local reasons the set has value 
for occasional reference, why not urge 
the libraries in the region to buy the set 
cooperatively and house at a central 
point available for all to consult? 


REVIEWS 


Childhood; the beginning years and be- 
yond; edited by the Association for 
childhood education. Boston, Hough- 
ton Mifflin co., cl1936-37. 5v. $13 
to libraries and schools; discount of 
5 percent for cash to all purchasers. 


This set was reviewed in the Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin July 1937, p.34-36. 
P. F. Collier & son corporation have taken 
over the subscription sale. Although 
this company reports a difference in paper, 
it is not evident in the sets used for com- 
parison. Whether the binding is iden- 
tical cannot be stated as the earlier set 
used for comparison differed from the de- 
scription given of the previous copy exam- 
ined for review in being a non-waterproof 
book cloth. The present set is bound in a 
light-weight washable book cloth, but has 
not been definitely identified as Dupont 
FP. 

The present set submitted for examin- 
ation bears the words “First edition” 
below the copyright date and contains no 
statement to indicate a change in distrib- 
utor. It is identical in content and il- 


lustration with the set described in July 
1937. 

The set is unusual in its uniform ex- 
cellence and is recommended for purchase 
by parents, public and normal school 
librarians. 


Current biography; Who’s news and 
why ; ed. by Maxine Block. Monthly. 
N.Y., H. W. Wilson Company, Jan. 
1940-date. Service basis. Personal 
subscription $4 per year. 


As is evident from the title, this 
monthly publication gives biographical 
information about persons whose names 
are currently appearing before the public. 
It is intended for use by libraries, schools, 
news editors, and other users of reference 
tools, and by individual subscribers. The 
publishers state that one of the aims of 
this publication is to help everyone to a 
better understanding of current events. 
To this end, each entry is complete in 
itself, and though references are given to 
newspapers, magazines, and biographical 
reference books, they are intended to be 
supplementary. 
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Publication began with the January, 
1940, issue. The publishers state that 
all available written biographical ma- 
terial is supplemented by personal contact 
with the subject of the article whenever 
possible. The cumulated issue January 
to June, 1940 listed 161 periodicals and 
newspapers as sources of information, 
ranging from the Bulletin of the Amer- 
ican Schools of Oriental Research, to the 
Oil, Paint and Drug Reporter. Some 
foreign periodicals were included. Many 
biographical reference books, such as 
Europa, Who’s who, American women, 
and the like, are listed with other source 
material at the close of the entry for 
which they were used. 

The range of persons included is ex- 
tensive in occupation and reason for in- 
clusion. The scope is international. 
There are radio announcers and per- 
formers, such as Milton J. Cross and 
John Kieran; people prominent in re- 
ligion and social service, such as Bishop 
Manning and Roger Baldwin; the bridge 
expert Ely Culbertson; and many types 
of authors, such as Saint-Exupery, Helen 
Hull, Mabel Dodge Luhan, and Lin Yu- 
t’ang. Vera Zorina, the dancer, and 
Massine, choreographer for the Ballet 
Russe are entered. Persons prominent 
in foreign affairs are given extensive 
treatment, for example: Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Daladier, Serrano Sufier, Lord 
Beaverbrook. Motion picture actors are 
not dealt with extensively but directors 
Pare Lorentz and Garson Kanin are 
treated in several columns. Many people 
prominent in the professions, industry, 
diplomacy, science, are listed. 

Articles vary in length from a few lines 


to five or six columns. Those about liv- 
ing persons are written informally, with 
the necessary biographical details inserted 
unobtrusively. There is a liberal scat- 
tering of quotations by and about the sub- 
ject, to show points of view which he 
holds about his work, about politics, 
economics, government, or anything else 
which interests him. In the case of an 
author there are often quotations from 
reviews of his latest book. These infor- 
mal articles make interesting reading. 

The short articles are generally about 
persons who have recently died, and are 
factual only. They include references to 
other sources of information, as the 
longer articles do. 

Throughout, names are given in the 
fullest possible form. The Library of 
Congress catalog cards and the H. W. 
Wilson biographical indexes are the au- 
thorities used. Pronunciation is given if 
the name is a difficult one. Exact dates 
of birth, and death, if necessary, are cited, 
and finally the occupation of the subject 
or the reason for his being in the news. 
Example: Hedin, Sven Anders (hebh- 
deen sfen aridurs), February 18, 1865-. 
Explorer, author. 

Several features make for ease in find- 
ing information. All entries are in one 
alphabet, and there are numerous cross- 
references, in the case of pseudonyms or 
compound names. See references are 
given for people who are discussed at 
some length in the biographies of others; 
for example: Hart, Lorentz, see Rod- 
gers, R.; Burns, George, see Allen, G. 
There are semiannual and annual cumu- 
lations. Entries in the issues between 
these can be readily located by means of 
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the index, which cumulates in each issue 
and is called Who’s news and why. 

Each issue has a heavy paper cover, and 
is the same convenient size as the other 
Wilson indexes. The first annual cumu- 
lation, December, 1940, was not avail- 
able for examination but the publishers 
state that it will contain photographs. 
The monthly issues were not illustrated 
until January, 1941. This number con- 
tains many photographs. 

Current biography is recommended for 
public, college, university and school 
libraries, or for home use. 


Encyclopedia of educational re- 
search; prepared under the auspices 
of the American educational research 
association; Walter S. Monroe, ed. 
1344p. N.Y., Macmillan, c1941. 
buckram $10. 


It should be made clear at the begin- 
ning that this is not a revision of the Cy- 
clopedia of education which was edited 
by Paul Monroe and published 1911-13. 

The purpose of this encyclopedia as 
stated in the preface is to present “a 
critical evaluation, synthesis and inter- 
pretation of reported studies in the field 
of education.” This interpretation of re- 
search, this statement of implications for 
educational theory and practice, is the 
unique and important feature of this 
work. 

The list of topics for inclusion was 
compiled from Monroe and Shores Bib- 
liographies and summaries in education, 
the Education Index, and the index vol- 
umes of the Review of Educational Re- 
search. Closely related topics were 


grouped and many were rearranged after 
consultation with experts in various 
fields. 

A few articles were included which 
are not summaries of research, such as 
those on behaviorism, and gestalt psy- 
chology, because of their importance to 
the understanding of many educational 
topics. There are also a number of defi- 
nitions of terms—for example, quartile 
deviation, variable, matched groups. Re- 
search on psychology of religion, religious 
education, adult education are included. 

The volume contains approximately 
7,000 carefully selected bibliographical 
items, including many in foreign lan- 
guages, examined and chosen by 190 
contributors. In general, research is 
covered to July, 1939, with a few topics 
including even later items. 

The editor is Walter S. Monroe, pro- 
fessor of education and director of educa- 
tional research at the University of 
Illinois. The editorial board was ap- 
pointed by the American educational re- 
search association and includes such au- 
thorities as Carter Alexander and W. W. 
Charters. The list of contributors is an 
impressive compilation of names of spe- 
cialists. For example, Gertrude Hildreth 
is responsible for the article on individual 
differences, W. S. Gray for the treatise 
on research in the field of reading. The 
discussion of evaluation was done by J. 
W. Wrightstone, the article on libraries 
by Leon Carnovsky. W. C. Eells is re- 
sponsible for the treatment of research 
on junior colleges. With a few excep- 
tions, all articles are signed. 

The preface states that all articles 
were reviewed critically by the editor 
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and his assistant, and in most cases by 
persons outside the staff, as well. 

Necessarily the treatment of subjects 
is varied, but in general each article con- 
tains a brief “orientation” in which 
references are given to sources for a more 
complete treatment. Subtopics follow, 
then descriptions of important research, 
and general conclusions are drawn as to 
the implications of the findings to date. 
In most articles suggestions are made as 
to needed research in the field. 

The articles which were read seem ob- 
jective in tone, for the most part, though 
the conclusion of the one on transfer of 
training seems to be stated in unneces- 
sarily strong terms. 

Each article is followed by a bibliog- 
raphy in which the references may range 
from periodical articles to doctoral dis- 
sertations. Author, title, date, publisher 
and pagination are included in the bib- 
liographic citation. Masters’ theses and 
doctoral dissertations are so indicated. 
Periodical titles are abbreviated, and lists 
of abbreviations used for periodicals and 
publishers appear at the front of the vol- 
ume. 

Material is arranged under widely in- 
clusive headings. Long treatments, often 
made up of numerous shorter articles 
by different people, usually have a help- 
ful table of contents at the beginning. 
In some cases the arrangement seems 
clumsy, but it is never impossible to find 
what one wants. For example, under 
Adolescence one finds the following ref- 
erence to child development: Child de- 
velopment—XVI. Adolescence; Sec- 
ondary education—II. Student popula- 


tion. The practice of assigning separate 


subheadings to individual parts of a long 
article listed under a general subject is 
common throughout the volume. Chem- 
istry and biology are dealt with under 
Science education. For the most part 
cross references are adequate, though 
there was no reference from Rosenwald 
fund to Foundations, Philanthropic, 
under which heading information was 
found. 

The book is bound strongly in dark red 
buckram. The margins are wide and the 
paper, though thin, is opaque enough to 
make the print easy to read. 

The Encyclopedia of educational re- 
search is recommended for any library 
which needs information about educa- 
tional theory and practice. 


The guide to Catholic literature, 
1888-1940; 5v. 26cm. Detroit, Wal- 
ter Romig and company, c1940. 
1239p. paper $15.25. 


This bibliography, according to the 
title-page, is “An author-subject-title in- 
dex in one straight alphabet of books and 
booklets, in all languages, on all subjects 
by Catholics or of particular Catholic in- 
terest, published or reprinted during the 
fifty-two years, January 1, 1888 to Jan- 
uary 1, 1940, with more than a quarter 
of a million biographical, descriptive and 
critical notes, each with complete refer- 
ence to its authoritative source for fur- 
ther reference, reading and study.” Care- 
ful study of the work reveals that two 
of the above statements are misleading. 
While some foreign language publica- 
tions are included, the list is not by any 


means complete. Comparison with a 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 














ng 


m- 
ler 


gh 
ald 
VIC, 
vas 


red 
the 
1 to 


‘ary 
uca- 


ure, 
V al- 
940. 


the 
e in- 
; and 
jects 
ic in- 
x the 

Jan- 
arter 
e and 
refer- 
- fur- 
Care- 
t two 
iding. 
blica- 
yy any 
rith a 


——_ - ~~ 





Apri. 1941 23 





list of foreign Catholic authors, in the 
National Catholic almanac published in 
1940, yields the following names which 
are not found in this Guide to Catholic 
literature: A. Francillon, Dom Louis 
Gougaud, O.S.B., Eunice Von Handel 
Mazetti and Frére Marie Victorin. The 
words “on all subjects” are misleading. 
Under such general headings as: France. 
History; United States. Economic and 
social conditions, the list of titles is rela- 
tively small and not at all representative 
of the works published during the period 
1888 to 1940. Under these headings the 
user expects to find a few outstanding 
books by non-Catholic writers, rather 
than obscure titles, e.g., Descriptive anal- 
ysis of the Chesapeake and Potomac Tel- 
ephone Company. 

The entries are in dictionary arrange- 
ment. In most cases author entries in- 
clude: (a) a biographical sketch, (b) 
a list of books by the author, a majority 
with descriptive annotations, (c) books 
or parts of books about him and his 
works, and (d) a list of magazine ar- 
ticles about him and his works. Most of 
the biographical information for living 
persons is taken from the American Cath- 
olic who’s who, v.4, 1940-41. When 
this source failed to give the author’s 
date of birth, the editors seem to have 
been content to omit this information 
without further research. For instance, 
no date is given for José Ortega y Gasset 
(cited as Jose Ortego y Gasset) although 
the Cumulative Book Index notes that 
he was born in 1883. Entries for non- 
Catholic authors are indicated by the 
notation (non-C) following their 
names. The basis on which _ non- 


oo 


Catholic authors have been included or 
excluded is difficult to judge. Some of 
André Maurois’ works are included, but 
Paul Morand’s name does not appear. 
It would seem that the chapter on the 
College of St. Catherine (St. Paul) in 
Mary Ellen Chase’s Goodly fellowship 
would be of great interest to Catholic 
readers, yet this book is not listed. Sev- 
eral foreign publications are entered 
under author only. Subject and title 
entries serve merely as cross references 
to the author entry. 

The Preface, signed by the publisher, 
Walter Romig, acknowledges the as- 
sistance of “counseling and co-operating 
editors, publishers and librarians. . . .” 
This may lead to the supposition that the 
publisher is also the editor of this work, 
although it is not stated anywhere in the 
work, The Walter Romig Company also 
publishes the American Catholic who's 
who and the Catholic bookman. So far 
as can be ascertained, this is the only 
comprehensive bibliography of this kind 
to be compiled and should be useful. The 
fifth volume contains an index of pub- 
lishers, with Catholic firms entered in 
bold type, and an index of magazines 
cited. 

The format does not make for legi- 
bility or for quick reference use. Main 
entries are in bold type. The items ap- 
pearing under each entry are not ade- 
quately spaced or indented. Close at- 
tention is necessary to distinguish the 
biographical data from the book titles, 
and the titles from the book reviews 
quoted. The general effect is confusing. 

While some cross-references are used, 
they are neither consistent nor adequate. 
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For example, under the heading Reli- 
gious of the Sacred Heart, no cross- 
reference is found to Rose Philippine 
Duchesne, Bl., or to Madeleine Sophie 
Barat, St., although entries directly re- 
lated to the Society of the Sacred Heart 
will be found under each of these names. 
Again, under the heading Religious 
orders there is a long list of names of 
Orders, but Religious of the Sacred 
Heart does not appear, although Re- 
ligious of the Sacred Hearts does. Other 
Orders mentioned elsewhere in the bib- 
liography, but not included in this list 
of references are: Cenacle of St. Regis, 
Religious of the Holy Child Jesus, Sis- 
ters of Notre Dame, and Society of the 
Helpers of Holy Souls. 

Comparing entries in this work with 
those in Who’s who in America, 1940- 
41, several omissions and discrepancies 
were noted. Under Margaret (Culkin) 
Banning five titles were omitted: Case 
for chastity, Money of her own, Prelude 
to love, This marrying and The town’s 
too small. Too young to marry, pub- 
lished 1938, is listed here as 1928. The 
entries for Philip Barry’s works revealed 
similar discrepancies. Cock Robin and 
Here come the clowns were both omit- 
ted from the list. War in heaven, to 
cite one instance, is noted as being pub- 
lished in 1939, instead of 1938. 

The set is issued in five, consecutively 
paged, paper-bound parts. 

In spite of the numerous small inac- 
curacies and its incompleteness as an in- 
dex to works on general subjects, The 
guide to Catholic literature is recom- 
mended, particularly for Catholic li- 
braries and large public libraries. 


National defense and government 
contract service. N.Y., Prentice- 
Hall, 1940. loose-leaf, $50 per year. 


War law service. Chicago, Commerce 
clearing house. 1939- loose-leaf, 
3v., $70. Volume 1 alone $45; vol- 
ume 2 alone $45; volumes 1 and 2 
combination $60. 


These are both loose-leaf services 
covering the laws, regulations, proclama- 
tions and developments of the present 
European war and the defense program 
as they affect business and other opera- 
tions. The Commerce clearing house 
W ar law service appeared the same month 
that the European war was declared, the 
early releases bearing the date Septem- 
ber 29, 1939, whereas the initial report 
of the Prentice-Hall service came out 
August 10, 1940, almost one year later. 

The scope of both services is indicated 
by their respective forewords. Prentice- 
Hall states: “The National defense and 
government contract service covers the 
laws, regulations and proclamations, and 
developments having to do with the de- 
fense program and those which affect 
business and which are directly and 
peculiarly the result of the present emer- 
gency. In general, it covers completely 
the entire defense procurement program, 
including those laws which specifically 
affect operations under government pro- 
grams. It will also cover those laws 
which grow out of the emergency and 
which may affect business operations.” 
The foreword of the Commerce clearing 
house service states: ‘““When the War 
law service was first published, an im- 
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portant phase of its coverage was the 
regulation of neutrality. Soon thereafter 
when it became evident that foreign legal 
developments were in effect regulating 
American trade and commerce, the 
Foreign Supplement was added. Now 
the scene has shifted again to the domes- 
tic front and the Service is supplying all 
possible assistance for those cooperating 
in the national defense program.” 

The Prentice-Hall National defense 
service, to date, is in one volume with 
seven major sections under the follow- 
ing designations: Report Bulletins; In- 
troduction—Scope of Service—Industrial 
Mobilization Plan; Obtaining Govern- 
ment Contracts; Contracts Imposed by 
Government; Operation under Govern- 
ment Contracts; Foreign Trade under 
Defense Laws; Defense Laws Affecting 
Individuals—Miscellaneous. Other sec- 
tions include biweekly supplementary re- 
port bulletins which give current develop- 
ments and filing instructions for new 
releases, Index and finding lists, Cross 
reference tables, Pending legislation and 
Current matter. 

The Commerce clearing house War 
law service, to date, is in three volumes. 
The first volume, Statutes, proclamations, 
interpretations, contains material relat- 
ing to war emergency regulation and is 
divided into the following main sections: 
Topical Index ; Emergency and Wartime 
Powers; Industrial Mobilization; Sei- 
zure and Requisition ; Neutrality ; Money 
and Credit Transactions; Exports- 
Imports Shipping Control; Strategic 
Materials—Firearms ; Individual Mobil- 
ization—the Draft Law; Civil Relief. 
The second volume, Government con- 


Giew 


tracts, covers this subject under the Na- 
tional defense program, and is divided 
into the following sections: Topical 
Index; Government Contracts; Laws 
and Regulations ; Contract Forms; Prior- 
ities; Financing; Amortization; Profit 
Limitations ; Labor Law on Government 
Contracts; New Developments; Last 
Report Letter. The third volume, 
Foreign supplement, is devoted wholly to 
foreign financial and trade controls and 
gives information on export and import 
restrictions, price control regulations, for 
Great Britain and the Dominions, 
France, and Belgium, and is divided into 
the following sections: Topical Index; 
Foreign Supplement; Contraband; Fi- 
nancial. 

Although the two services cover the 
same general field and in a large sense 
duplicate each other, the War law service 
is wider in scope and in many respects 
much more inclusive. It includes de- 
tailed information on foreign financial 
and trade controls which is entirely 
omitted from the National defense service 
and also many more congressional statutes 
and executive regulations applying to the 
present war and the defense program. 

A partial comparison found the follow- 
ing acts and regulations in Commerce 
clearing house and not in Prentice-Hall: 
National firearms act, Federal firearms 
act, Act regulating the sale of alcoholic 
beverages at army posts, regulations 
covering the solicitation and collection of 
contributions, executive order prescrib- 
ing regulations concerning the Panama 
canal. At the time of examination of 
the service (April 18, 1941) Commerce 
clearing house contained the Selective 
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service regulations through volume 6 
while Prentice-Hall had them only 
through volume 3 and not in as detailed 
form. 

However, there are several valuable 
features in the Prentice-Hall service not 
to be found in Commerce clearing house. 
Its directory for obtaining contracts 
which gives in one list most of the gov- 
ernment procurement agencies is espe- 
cially noteworthy. Equally valuable is 
the section on pending legislation affect- 
ing the various aspects of government 
contracts. 

Both services have all pages numbered 
and all entries have paragraph numbers. 
The alphabetical and the supplementary 
indexes of both services refer to paragraph 
numbers. The indexing was found to be 
accurate in both indexes for all the entries 
checked. Both services are kept up-to- 
date with current reports and supple- 
ments for which filing instructions are 
furnished. 

Both these services have all the physi- 
cal advantages and disadvantages of 
other loose-leaf services. If a library 
can afford them, it should buy both. If 
the need is mainly for information on 
procurement of government contracts 
the Prentice-Hall service is more econom- 
ical. However, in this event, it might 
be well to consider a service devoted ex- 
clusively to government contracts, as 
Government contracts guide, issued by 
Advisory business services, inc. If it is 
possible to buy only one of these the Com- 
merce clearing house service is more com- 
prehensive. The National defense and 
government contract service and the War 
law service are recommended for business 


libraries and public libraries giving any 
business service. 


Nelson new loose-leaf encyclopedia, 
ed.-in-chief, John H. Finley; Sir Rob- 
ert A. Falconer, Canadian editor; Sir 
Henry J. Newbolt, European editor. 
12v. 26cm. N.Y., Thomas Nelson 
and sons, c1905-1932. illus. plates 
(some colored), maps. Bound in dark 
red fabrikoid. $99.50 including one 
year’s renewal pages, with annual sub- 
scription fee of $6 for renewal pages is- 
sued in spring and fall with guaranteed 
minimum of 500 pages per annum. 


(This is not to be confused with the 
Nelson’s encyclopedia published by the 
Consolidated book publishers, 537 South 
Dearborn st., Chicago, formerly known 
as the Nelson complete encyclopedia and 
published by Thomas Nelson and sons, 
London and N.Y.) 

The set was last reviewed in the April, 
1930 issue of Subscription Books Bulletin. 
The present edition is composed of the 
set copyrighted 1932 and supplemented 
by minor textual corrections and the sub- 
stitution of some new pages of informa- 
tion. 

Taking the text as a whole, the 
articles vary widely in recency and de- 
gree of revision. Population figures, for 
instance, are highly irregular differing 
from no date at all, or an old date like 
1910, to 1930 figures. None could be 
located, however, which were based on 
the 1940 census. A sheet of 1940 ne- 
crology is included with the suggestion 
that the text be corrected as indicated. 
This does not include older events, so 
does not show that the European editor, 
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Sir Henry Newbolt, died in 1938. A 
limited number of articles, especially the 
more recent ones, are signed, as Textiles 
and Radio. 

Description of places, as cities, states 
or countries are exceptionally uneven. 
Information on New York and San Fran- 
cisco fails to include equally up-to-date 
facts under the subtopic Bridges. In the 
case of the latter, the illustration shows 
the Bay without either bridge, but the 
text mentions the existence of both. For 
New York, the information about the 
Tri-Borough bridge refers to conditions 
in 1929. In the same way the article 
on Louisiana gives the history of the state 
only through 1930, but that of Massa- 
chusetts covers an additional two years. 

Foreign places are equally uneven, as 
illustrated by the famous Belgian cities 
of Bruges, Malines and Louvain. The 
first one includes population as late as 
1900, but the article itself is older. The 
others mention events of 1914, but noth- 
ing later. The article on Jugoslavia has 
a paragraph added for events as late as 
1937-39, but lacks a cross reference from 
the alternative spelling. 

The same irregularities noted in 
geographical data are also evident in 
current scientific or industrial topics. No 
entries are given for rayon or nylon, but 
both words are included in a list of sub- 
stances under Textiles. Further refer- 
ence is made to the earlier history of 
rayon, and to the use of nylon in 1939. 
The bibliographies refer to books pub- 
lished from 1921-33. 

The most confusing statements relate 
to various developments in the radio field. 
There is a long article on radio including 


_— 


among its subtopics Facsimile and tele- 
vision, which gives 1940 facts. Under 
the word Television there is another ar- 
ticle but this information is ten years old 
with its latest bibliographic reference 
dated 1931. There is no cross reference 
to Radio. In addition there are articles 
for Telephony and Wireless telephony. 
These are British in tone and refer to 
events in 1930. Again there is no refer- 
ence to Radio. Vitamins is another sub- 
ject which has not been revised in ten 
years. The map of Airways in the United 
States lacks a date, but it is evidently old, 
as the Newark airport is still given for 
New York, and no airlines are shown for 
New England, north of Boston. The 
text under Aeronautics and its closely re- 
lated subjects is generalized and lags be- 
hind actual events. 

In miscellaneous subjects the same dis- 
crepancy is evident. The article, Hurri- 
cane, defines one briefly and gives a cross 
reference to Storm. Under this word 
is a list of famous ones with the Gulf 
storm of 1906 as the latest. The most 
recent title in this bibliography is 1904. 
In the sports world Baseball has a general 
article with the 1931 season the latest. 

The amount of revision achieved by 
the loose-leaf insertions furnished semi- 
annually has not been sufficient to keep 
the set up-to-date over a period of years. 

As in the earlier editions, the pages are 
divided into three narrow columns 
which are broken up by many small cuts. 
Each volume has a table of pronunciation 
at the end. The volumes are marked on 
the spine in Arabic numbers, but all refer- 
ences to them in supplementary matter 
are in Roman numerals. No volume 
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number is given on the title page of any 
volume. No explanations are given for 
operating the loose-leaf device by which 
the pages are clamped into place. The 
volumes open flat. 

Considering the information in the set 
as a whole, it is too uneven in point of 
date to be fully reliable. The general 
appearance is undistinguished because of 
the fine print, the narrow columns, and 
the old, poorly reproduced cuts and 
plates. The subject headings are often 
inconsistent, and the cross references are 
not plentiful. The set does not compare 
favorably either in inclusiveness nor in 
quantity or recency of subject matter 
with the corresponding volumes of other 
popular sets. It is mot recommended. 
The universal Jewish encyclope- 

dia. . . an authoritative and popular 

presentation of Jews and Judaism 
since the earliest times; ed. by Isaac 

Landman. 10v. 28cm. 50 Court 

St., Brooklyn, N.Y. The Universal 

Jewish encyclopedia, inc. c1939, 1940, 

1941. illus. pl. ports. maps. cloth 

$100. 


The first three volumes of this new 
Jewish encyclopedia have been released ; 
the remaining seven volumes are due to 
appear at approximately ten-week inter- 
vals. Subscriptions are accepted only 
for the entire set. 

The work is edited by Rabbi Isaac 
Landman, who is rabbi of Congregation 
Beth Elohim in Brooklyn, N.Y. and 
founder and director of the Academy for 
adult Jewish education, in collaboration 
with a board of editors composed of 


seventeen Jewish scholars. About 150 
associate editors and contributors, most 
of whom are Jewish, have contributed to 
each volume. Acknowledgment is given 
to the Works progress administration 
for the City of New York for providing 
scholarly employment for a group of 
clergymen, and _ research 
workers; however, opinions and judg- 
ments in the articles are the responsibility 
of the editors rather than of the W.P.A. 
Use has been made of previous encyclo- 
pedias and lexicons. The editors men- 
tion specifically the Judisches lexikon 
and indicate that they have consulted 
secular compilations in German, French, 
Russian, Polish, Hungarian, Hebrew, 
Italian, Spanish and Islamic. 

In his preface the editor states that 
part of the purpose behind the encyclope- 
dia is to supply the information and en- 
lightenment needed to combat anti- 
Semitic propaganda and prejudice in “a 
single printed source dealing with Jewish 
history and Christian-Jewish relations in 
comprehensive, scientific and concise 
form” and to offer a popular presentation 
of Jewish ideals and Jewish contributions 
to civilization. The encyclopedia is also 
intended as “a means of quickening the 
Jewish spirit” among the Jewish people. 

The universal Jewish encyclopedia is 
attractively bound in blue cloth stamped 
in gold. It is printed on glossy paper, 
two columns to the page, and the numer- 
ous illustrations range from line cuts to 
colored plates. However, there is no 
list of illustrations in these volumes. The 
arrangement is alphabetic. For the most 
part articles appear under logical subject 
headings, though occasional entries seem 
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unusual: e.g., Better understanding be- 
tween Christians and Jews. Cross ref- 
erences from variations of such headings 
would help and could well appear in sub- 
sequent volumes. The longer articles are 
signed in full. There is a brief explana- 
tion of the practice followed in transliter- 
ation and the spelling of proper names 
and a key to the abbreviations used. Each 
volume is dedicated to an outstanding 
Jewish leader. 

The writing shows no evidence of bias. 
Typical of the treatment of controversial 
subjects is the objective presentation of 
Christianity, wherein statements made 
regarding the Christian point of view 
are supported by references to the New 
Testament and _ other authorities. 
Another example of impartial writing is 
the 10 page article on canards (concern- 
ing the Jews specifically) which has not 
previously been treated encyclopedically. 
The analysis is entirely objective. As the 
editor indicates in the preface, “where 
articles deal with moot questions, the 
political or social idealogies within Jew- 
ish life,” each viewpoint is permitted to 
speak for itself and “responsibility for 
the opinions expressed in signed articles 
rests with the writers.” Lengthy treat- 
ments of such subjects as capitalism, com- 
munism, etc. offer facts and supported 
statements to disprove the propaganda 
casting aspersions on the part played by 
Jews. 

The universal Jewish encyclopedia 
seems to include most of the essential 
facts concerning the religion, history, so- 
cial customs and accomplishments of the 
Jews. It is noteworthy that there are 
innumerable articles on non-Jewish sub- 


ieee 


jects particularly where they concern the 
Jewish people. It is also commendable 
that adequate attention is being given to 
recent Jewish history; the article on ag- 
ricultural colonies is 34 pages long, well 
illustrated, and indicates briefly the his- 
tory and scope of each colony. Accounts 
of Jewish accomplishments in various 
fields of endeavor, including the arts and 
sciences and even athletics, incorporate 
the activities of contemporaries. Biog- 
raphies of famous Jews of the past and 
present are sufficiently inclusive and fre- 
quently illustrated. The population and 
other statistics given are recent; the 1940 
census figures are used in the case of cities 
in the United States. 

The articles are consistently well writ- 
ten and, while popular in style, are suf- 
ficiently documented. Reference sources 
are frequently indicated in the text and 
bibliographies (designated by Lit.) ap- 
pear at the end of the articles. The lat- 
ter range from the Judisches lexikon to 
current newspaper and periodical cita- 
tions. See and see also references are 
used liberally and no blind references 
were discovered. 

It is natural to draw comparisons be- 
tween The universal Jewish encyclopedia 
and The Jewish encyclopedia, published 
1901-06, as far as such comparisons are 
possible. In many ways they are similar: 
the arrangement is the same, both feature 
long articles on religious and secular sub- 
jects of major interest, as well as shorter 
articles on less significant matters, and 
numerous biographical sketches. How- 
ever, the older work is the more schol- 
arly; The universal Jewish encyclopedia, 
while apparently accurate in its presenta- 
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tion of facts, is more popular in treat- 
ment. 

Some subjects, as Abraham, are treated 
more fully in The Jewish encyclopedia. 
In other cases, e.g., Disraeli, Benjamin, 
Earl of Beaconsfield, The universal Jew- 
ish encyclopedia gives the fuller treat- 
ment. The older work has many more 
short articles concerning the Jews in an- 
tiquity. On the other hand, The uni- 
versal Jewish devotes 
greater space to matters of current in- 
terest, such as anti-Semitism and recent 
Jewish history. It also features biog- 
raphies of outstanding Jewish contem- 
poraries, particularly Americans. In 
several instances it was noted that the 
same illustrations appear in both sets. 
The universal Jewish encyclopedia does 
not supersede The Jewish encyclopedia 
so far as Jewish antiquity is concerned; 
rather it serves to bring that scholarly 
tool up to date. 

It was not possible to make a compari- 
son with two fairly recently published one 
volume encyclopedias, namely: Vallen- 
tine’s Jewish encyclopedia, London, 1938 
(see Subscription Books Bulletin, Jan., 
1940, p.9) and The encyclopedia of Jew- 
ish knowledge, New York, 1934 (see 
Subscription Books Bulletin for April, 
1936, p.25). 

No final evaluation can be written un- 
til The universal Jewish encyclopedia is 
complete. However, it is evident that 
the editors have, thus far, succeeded in 
compiling a comprehensive presentation 
of matters of Jewish interest; the work 
should also prove a definite contribution 
toward improving Christian-Jewish rela- 
It is hoped that subsequent vol- 


encyclopedia 


tions. 


umes will measure up to the standard 
set by the three that have been released. 
A general index to the complete set will 
enhance its value as a reference tool. 

It is recommended to public libraries 
serving a large Jewish population or 
where there is an interest in the history, 
achievements and problems of the Jewish 
people. 


Who’s who in America, current 
biographical reference service: 
Who’s who in the news and why. 
Monthly and quarterly. Chicago, A. N. 
Marquis company, December, 1939- 
$4.50 per year for monthly service, 
$2.40 per year for quarterly service, if 
bought with Who’s who in America; 
to nonowners of Who’s who in Amer- 
ica. $15 per year for monthly service 


This useful biographical service, pub- 
lished monthly, aims to give not only in- 
formation about the life of persons who 
are currently newsworthy, but also the 
circumstances which made them impor- 
tant as news. It supplements Who’s who 
in America and is intended to be used in 
connection with the current issue of that 
publication. In this, it is unlike Current 
biography, which is complete in itself. 

It was stated in the earliest issue avail- 
able for examination that the primary 
purpose of this service is “to make avail- 
able as a current biographical tool, two 
Marquis publications of irregular issu- 
ance, Who's who in the news and Who's 
new in who's who.” The publishers also 
state that not everyone who is listed in 
Current biographical reference service 
will be entered in Who’s who in America, 
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but that the cumulative index will be in- 
cluded. 

This service began publication late in 
December, 1939, according to a letter 
from the publishers. The data for en- 
tries is taken from the files of material 
which the publishers constantly collect 
for their standard biographical reference 
works. Direct quotations from the sub- 
jects of articles indicate that in many 
cases personal contact has been made to 
insure accuracy and the right tone. 

References are given at the end of en- 
tries whenever they are available. Pro- 
nunciation of difficult names is given. 
Dr. Lawrence S. Wright of Northwest- 
ern university is the philological editor 
and advisor for the service. 

The range of persons chosen for inclu- 
sion is quite as broad as for Current biog- 
raphy, in nationality, occupation, and 
reason for news value. There is, how- 
ever, surprisingly little duplication of en- 
tries, at least in issues of the same month. 
When the semiannual cumulation of 
Current biography, January-June, 1940, 
was checked with Current biographical 
reference service for the same period, 
only 43 biographies of living persons, and 
68 of persons whose deaths made news, 
were included in both. The total num- 
ber of entries in Current biography was 
approximately 450 and in Current bio- 
graphical reference service about 680. 
However, many of the entries in one 
appear either in earlier or later issues of 
the other. 

Some omissions were surprising in 
both cases. The following people ap- 
peared in Current biography but not in 
Current biographical reference service 


-— 


during 1940: Norman Bel Geddes, J. 
Edgar Hoover, Martin Dies, Karl 
Muck, Ely Culbertson, Eve Curie; how- 
ever, with two exceptions, information 
concerning them can be found in Who’s 
who in America. Appearing in Current 
biographical reference service and not in 
Current biography during the year up to 
November, were Robert Briffault, Gwen 
Bristow, Branch Cabell, James F. 
Dewey, Father Flanagan, Raymond 
Massey, Jean Sibelius. Winthrop W. 
Aldrich, Lord Beaverbrook, William 
Bullitt, Virginio Gayda, V. A. Quisling, 
who were listed in Current biographical 
reference service, appeared in issues of 
Current biography but not in the one of 
the same date. 

Many of the articles are written infor- 
mally, as in Current biography. More 
of them, however, are in the manner of 
the entries in Who's who in America. As 
in Current biography, there is great vari- 
ation in their length and style. 

The arrangement of entries is alpha- 
betical, but until January, 1941 the 
necrology list, called Who was who, was 
a separate one, in each issue. ‘This was 
cumulated quarterly. Beginning with 
the January, 1941 issue, all entries are in 
the same alphabet, and the names of per- 
sons who have died are starred. Date of 
death and references are given. ‘There 
is a quarterly cumulation of entries, and 
the index is fully cumulative quarterly. 
Beginning with the January, 1941 issue 
no index appears in the monthly issue. 

There is another innovation beginning 
with the January, 1941 issue. Names of 
current interest, which also appear in 
W ho’s who in America, are marked with 
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a dagger, and no other information is 
given. 

Libraries which do considerable refer- 
ence work will want both Current biog- 
raphy and Current biographical refer- 
ence service. Current biographical refer- 
ence service is recommended. 


Who’s who in Latin America; a 
biographical dictionary of the out- 
standing living men and women of 
Spanish America and Brazil. 2d ed., 
rev. and enl., ed. by Percy Alvin Mar- 
tin. 24cm. Stanford university press, 


1940. xxxii, 558p. cloth $5.50. 


The first edition of Who's who in 
Latin America was reviewed in Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin in July, 1936, p.44- 
46. The second edition is similar to the 
first both in scope and content. 

Over 400 new biographies have been 
added including a new section on the 
Republic of Haiti. 
work is based on achievement in respec- 
tive fields. Biographies of presidents of 
the republics and many persons in the 
diplomatic service appear. 

Cross references have been made in 
the new edition to persons who are listed 
only in the earlier volume, and the exact 
date of death is given whenever the in- 
formation could be secured. The biog- 
raphies that appear in both volumes are 
brought up to date in the new edition. 

The recommendation tor this second 


Inclusion in the 


edition is the same as for the first. It is 
recommended for large public and col- 
lege libraries and institutions having a 
special interest in Central and South 
America. 


PRICE NOTE 
The publisher of the New junior 
classics states that the price of $33 for 
the set as given in the Subscription Books 
Bulletin review, October 1938, was with- 
drawn as of March 29, 1940. The price 
since that date has been $39. 


CORRECTION 


W ho is who in music, a review of which 
appeared in the January, 1941 Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin, p.13, was incorrectly 
entered as Who’s who in music. The 
title in the entry should read Who is who 
in music. 





IMPORTANT CHANGE 


ype blanket authority previously 
given to reprint any review in full 
is now withdrawn. Permission to 
quote a review in full is granted 
only to the publisher of the work re- 
viewed. Permission to quote a review 
in part must be obtained from the 
American Library Association. Pub- 
lishers of books or sets recommended 
herein wishing to refer to the Subscrip- 
tion Books Committee’s appraisal of 
their work should avoid such statements 
as “Recommended (or endorsed) by 
the A.L.A.” Such a statement falsely 
implies action on the part of the As- 
sociation. 
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